Mothers' life satisfaction and child outcomes are related: The more satisfied the mother, the higher the scores for the verbal skills and the socio-emotional behavior of the child.
• In the discipline of developmental psychology, attachment theory claims that the quality of attachment between the child and his/her main caregiver is decisive for its development. The quality of attachment depends on the caregiver's sensitivity and responsiveness; This, in turn, is closely related to the caregiver's psychological well-being (Belsky 1997).
• Several empirical studies in developmental psychology have found a negative impact of maternal depression (specific form of well-being) on child outcomes (e.g., Stein et al 2008).
• Our focus: the relationship between the general life satisfaction of mothers and child outcomes. The focus is on mothers because they are the main caregivers.
Main explanatory variable
Mother's life satisfaction (LS):
• Current LS (LS 2 , LS 5 )
• Mean LS over the periods since the child was born • Fluctuation in LS since the child was born • IV-approach (Instrumental variable approach): LS before pregnancy (t=-2) as instrument for current LS and for mean LS in order to exclude reverse causality which might occur if mothers of children with high outcomes are more satisfied due to the relative performance of their child.
The German Socio-Economic Panel Study is a service unit of the Variables Total difficulties score (scale 0-30), prosocial behavior (scale 0-10), and behavior (total difficulties score reduced to the outcomes "normal" (72%), "borderline" (16%), and "abnormal" (12%). Prosocial behavior Note: Each coefficient from a separate estimation, models include all control variables (see above).
Control variables

Characteristics of the mother
Note: Each coefficient/marginal effect from a separate estimation, models include all control variables (see above).
